
I've listed below a number of possible topic areas that might be appropriate 
for your "class project"; obviously, this is not exhaustive of the things that 
might be considered.  In each instance the emphasis should be on a 
topic's probabilistic/statistical aspects, particularly as it might relate to 
ethical practice and/or psychology.  Expansions would be expected. 
 
1) The new Diagnostic and Statistical Manual -- 5, and the surrounding 
controversies; see 
www.dsm5.org 
 
2) The Innocence Project; see 
www.innocenceproject.org 
 
3) Personal medical decision making based on diagnostic or genetic 
testing: preventative mastectomies (Angelina Jolie); Down syndrome 
pregnacy terminations; prostate cancer decisions; and so on 
 
4) Robert Spitzer and the "gay cure"; see Benedict Carey (New York 
TImes, May 18, 2012), "Psychiatry Giant Sorry for Backing Gay 'Cure' " 
 
5) John Ioannidis' quantitative work on nonreplication from 2005 onward 
(following his "why most published research findings are false") 
 
6) "impact factor" in wikipedia 
 
7) "Reid technique" in wikipedia 
 
8) "Agent Orange" in wikipedia 
 
9) The quantitative work of Uri Simonsohn at Wharton 
 
10) "Gulf War Syndrome" in wikipedia 
 
11) The various statements on reporting results from Randomized Clinical 
Trials (CONSORT); meta-analyses (QUOROM); observational studies 
(MOOSE); diagnostic tests (STARD) 
 
--------------------------------- 
 
Psychological Science in the Public Interest Archive 



 
The following issues of Psychological Science in the Public Interest are 
available through the APS Website as PDF documents.  
 
Volume 14 – 2013 
 
    Challenges and Successes in Dissemination of Evidence-Based 
Treatments for Posttraumatic Stress: Lessons Learned From Prolonged 
Exposure Therapy for PTSD 
 
    April 2013 (Vol. 14, No. 2) 
 
        Editorial: Achieving the Promise of Evidence-Based 
Psychotherapies for Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and Other Mental 
Health Conditions for Veterans 
       
Volume 13 – 2012 
 
    Misinformation and Its Correction: Continued Influence and Successful 
Debiasing 
    September 2012 (Vol. 13, No. 3) 
 
        Editorial: Knowing Our Options for Setting the Record Straight, 
When doing So Is Particularly Important 
 
     
Volume 12 – 2011 
 
    Psychopathic Personality: Bridging the Gap Between Scientific 
Evidence and Public Policy 
    December 2011 (Vol. 12, No. 3) 
 
        Editorial: Current Scientific Views of Psychopathy 
 
     
Volume 11 – 2010 
 
    Pitfalls and Opportunities in Nonverbal and Verbal Lie Detection 
    December 2010 (Vol. 11, No. 3) 
    



        Editorial: Catching Liars 
 
    Intelligence and Personality as Predictors of Illness and Death: How 
Researchers in Differential Psychology and Chronic Disease Epidemiology 
Are Collaborating to Understand and Address Health Inequalities 
    August 2010 (Vol. 11, No. 2) 
 
        Editorial: Commentary on “Intelligence and Personality as 
Predictors of Illness and Death” by Deary, Weiss, and Batty 
 
 
Volume 10 – 2009 
    Psychology, Financial Decision Making, and Financial Crises 
    January 2009 (Vol. 10, No. 1) 
     
        Editorial: The Crisis in Economics, a Challenge for Psychology 
        
 
Volume 9 – 2008/2009 
    Current Status and Future Prospects of Clinical Psychology: Toward a 
Scientifically Principled Approach to Mental and Behavioral Health Care 
    October 2009 (Vol. 9, No. 2) 
 
        Editorial: Connecting Clinical Practive to Scientific Progress 
     
Volume 8 – 2007 
 
     
    Helping Doctors and Patients Make Sense of Health Statistics 
    November 2007 (Vol. 8, No. 2) 
    
        Editorial: Statistical Literacy: A Prerequisite for Evidence-Based 
Medicine 
   
Volume 7 – 2006 
 
    Eyewitness Evidence: Improving Its Probative Value 
    November 2006 (Vol. 7, No. 2) 
  
        Editorial: The Science of Eyewitness Testimony Has Come of Age 



        
    Risk and Rationality in Adolescent Decision Making: Implications for 
Theory, Practice, and Public Policy 
    September 2006 (Vol. 7, No. 1) 
   
        Editorial: Rationality and the Adolescent Mind 
       
Volume 6 – 2005 
 
    A Critical Assessment of Child Custody Evaluations: Limited Science 
and A Flawed System 
    July 2005 (Vol. 6, No. 1) 
 
        Editorial: A Cogent Case for a New Child Custody Standard 
     
Volume 5 – 2004 
 
    Flawed Self-Assessment: Implications for Health, Education, and the 
Workplace 
    December 2004 (Vol. 5, No. 3) 
    
        Editorial: Blissfully Incompetent 
        
    The Psychology of Confessions: A Review of the Literature and Issues 
    November 2004 (Vol. 5, No. 2) 
     
        Editorial: The Devil in Confessions 
         
Volume 4 – 2003 
 
    The Influence of Media Violence on Youth 
    December 2003 (Vol. 4, No. 3) 
    
        Editorial: Science, Politics, and Violence in the Media 
         
        Author’s Note 
        
Volume 3 – 2002 
 
    Treatment and Prevention of Depression 



    November 2002 (Vol. 3, No. 2) 
   
    Ginkgo Biloba: A Cognitive Enhancer? 
    
    “Brain Specific” Nutrients: A Memory Cure? 
    May 2002 (Vol. 3, No. 1) 
     
        Editor’s Foreword 
         
Volume 1 – 2000 
 
    The Scientific Status of Projective Techniques 
    November 2000 (Vol. 1, No. 2) 
     
    Psychological Science Can Improve Diagnostic Decisions 
    November 2000 (Vol. 1, No. 1) 
     
----------------------------- 
 
Reference Manual on Scientific Evidence (Third Edition) 

Summary Table of Contents 
A detailed Table of Contents appears at the front of each chapter. 
Introduction, 1  
Stephen Breyer 
The Admissibility of Expert Testimony, 11  
Margaret A. Berger 
How Science Works, 37  
David Goodstein 
Reference Guide on Forensic Identification Expertise, 55  
Paul C. Giannelli, Edward J. Imwinkelried, & Joseph L. Peterson 
Reference Guide on DNA Identification Evidence, 129  
David H. Kaye & George Sensabaugh 
Reference Guide on Statistics, 211  
David H. Kaye & David A. Freedman 
Reference Guide on Multiple Regression, 303  
Daniel L. Rubinfeld 



Reference Guide on Survey Research, 359  
Shari Seidman Diamond 
Reference Guide on Estimation of Economic Damages, 425  
Mark A. Allen, Robert E. Hall, & Victoria A. Lazear 
Reference Guide on Exposure Science, 503  
Joseph V. Rodricks 
Reference Guide on Epidemiology, 549  
Michael D. Green, D. Michal Freedman, & Leon Gordis 
Reference Guide on Toxicology, 633  
Bernard D. Goldstein & Mary Sue Henifin 
Reference Guide on Medical Testimony, 687  
John B. Wong, Lawrence O. Gostin, & Oscar A. Cabrera 
Reference Guide on Neuroscience, 747  
Henry T. Greely & Anthony D. Wagner 
Reference Guide on Mental Health Evidence, 813  
Paul S. Appelbaum 
Reference Guide on Engineering, 897  
Channing R. Robertson, John E. Moalli, & David L. Black 
 
-------------------------- 
 
Saul Kassin (in wikipedia; false confessions) 
Gary Wells (in wikipedia; eyewitness reliability and line-ups) 
Elizabeth Loftus (in wikipedia; eyewitness reliability; recovered memories) 
Paul Ekman (in wikipedia; emotion and faces) 
 
------------------------------- 
Times Topics: 
 
Benedict Carey 
Gina Kolata 
Erika Goode 
Natasha Singer 
------------------- 
Janet Raloff (Science News) 



 
  
 
 


